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1. Ontario’s Gas-Fired Power Plants 

The Government of Ontario is planning to build new gas-fired power plants and ramp up the 

output, greenhouse gas and smog pollution of all gas plants by more than 300% by 2030 and by 

700% by 2043. 

This will jeopardize Canada’s ability to meet its Paris Agreement climate targets and create more 

smog pollution that causes asthma attacks and heart and lung diseases. 

According to the Royal Bank, Ontario can completely avoid the need for NEW gas plants and 

save $500 million per year by investing in technologies to increase our energy efficiency and 

shift electricity demand from peak to off-peak periods. 

Ontario’s demand for electricity peaks on hot summer days when our air conditioners are 

running full out. But Quebec’s demand for electricity peaks on cold winter nights since most of 

its homes are electrically heated. As a result, Quebec has a huge surplus of electricity available 

for export to Ontario in the summer to power our air conditioners. 

We can also avoid the need for gas power by investing in wind and solar energy. Great Lakes 

offshore wind power alone could meet all of Ontario’s electricity needs.    

Question #1: Do you support the Government of Ontario’s plans to build new gas plants 

and increase the output, greenhouse gas and smog pollution of all gas plants by 700% by 

2043? 

Answer: Yes            No  Undecided   

Additional Comments: 

The Ontario NDP does not support the Ford government’s gas plant scheme. The government’s 

shortsighted policies, like canceling electricity conservation programs ahead of an expected 

shortage of generation capacity, have kept Ontario’s gas-fired power plants running for longer 

hours, with more gas plants on the way. It all means more air pollution and a hotter future. There 

are cleaner, cheaper ways of addressing Ontario’s capacity needs. 

mailto:contact@cleanairalliance.org
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/campaigns/gas/
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/campaigns/gas/
https://thoughtleadership.rbc.com/power-shift-how-ontario-can-cut-its-450b-electricity-bill/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1003444/the-governments-of-ontario-and-quebec-support-new-electricity-trade-agreement
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1003444/the-governments-of-ontario-and-quebec-support-new-electricity-trade-agreement
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Great-Lakes-Wind-Report-apr-17-v_01.pdf
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Avoid-New-Gas-Plants-INTERACTIVE-jan-16-copy.pdf


              

              

2. Investing in Wind and Solar Energy 

Wind and solar energy are now Ontario’s lowest cost sources of new electricity supply. But the 

Government of Ontario has not contracted for a single kilowatt-hour of wind and solar energy 

during the last five years. 

Question #2:  Should the Government of Ontario start investing in wind and solar energy 

now to help Ontario move to a zero-carbon electricity grid and lower electricity bills? 

Answer: Yes            No  Undecided   

Additional Comments: 

We are in a climate crisis, which is why the Ontario NDP supports investments in clean energy, 

including wind and solar, to ensure that Ontario moves away from fossil fuel generation to a net 

zero grid as soon as possible. The Ontario NDP believes that all decisions concerning energy 

should be based on evidence, independent expert analysis, and the interests of consumers and the 

public — prioritizing reliability, affordability, safety and environmental sustainability. 
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Please send your responses to Jack Gibbons by November 13, 2023: 

Jack@CleanAirAlliance.org 

160 John Street, Suite 300 

Toronto M5V 2E5 

416-260-2080 ext. 2 
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